
A report on participation of Telangana delegation led by  

Sri. Jogu Ramanna, Hon’ble Minister for BC Welfare, EFS&T, Govt of 

Telangana, India, during COP-13 held at Moon Palace Hotel, Cancun, 

Mexico, 8/12/2016 to 16/12/2016 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Sri. Jogu Ramanna, Hon’ble Minister for BC Welfare, EFS&T, Govt of 

Telangana State, India and Dr. C. Suvarna, IFS, Member Secretary, Telangana 

State Biodiversity participated in 5th Global Biodiversity Summit of Cities and 

Sub-national Governments and shared the insights on the importance of the 

Biodiversity and implementation of the Biological Diversity Act in India. The 

Mayors, Secretaries, Governors, Ministers and Heads of CBD delegations were 

present in this high level Round Table meeting.  

The Hon’ble Minister explained about the achievements of Telangana 

State related to Biodiversity conservation and achieving the Aichi Biodiversity 

targets of CBD like “Telangana Ku Haritha Haram (Green garland for 

Telangana)” for taking massive planting activities to increase the green cover of 

the state having a direct impact on biodiversity. He also explained that Govt of 

Telangana declared a fresh water body “Ameenpur lake” which is visited by 

migratory birds as a “biodiversity heritage site”, banned Chinese manza to be 

used for preparing kites to protect the bird life  and declared Murrel as state fish 

so that native fish are encouraged in water bodies of the city and peri-urban 

areas. 

He also explained about the major initiatives taken up by the Government 

of Telangana to protect the biodiversity in the state viz; formation of Biodiversity 

management committees, preparation of Peoples’ biodiversity registers, 

documentation of Rare, Endangered and Threatened species, traded bio-

resources etc.  



The Hon’ble Minister mentioned that the Hyderabad is a hub for bio-

resource based Seed, Pharma, Ayurveda and bio-tech industries and this city is 

a key point in forward-backward linkages by way of providing platform for the 

trade. He informed the participants that a biodiversity management committee at 

Hyderabad city and prepared the city bio-diversity Index.  

The Hon’ble Minister suggested that; 

 There should be better understanding of the legal interpretation of the Bio-

diversity related Acts and Rules and trade linkages 

 More awareness has to be brought among various stakeholders to 

conserve urban bio-diversity especially in the fresh water bodies, urban 

forests and national parks and regulation of the trade to reduce pressure 

on natural bio-resources 

 Telangana Government would take all measures to conserve and enhance 

bio-diversity in cities and Municipalities. 
 

He thanked the Government of Mexico and ICLEI once again for giving me 

this opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Participation in the  UNDP & NBA side event held on Access Benefit 

Sharing mechanism on 14/12/2016. 

Sri. Jogu Ramanna, Hon’ble Minister for BC Welfare, EFS&T, Govt of 

Telangana State, India and Dr. C. Suvarna, IFS, Member Secretary, Telangana 

State Biodiversity Board participated in the side event of UNDP-NBA and briefed 

about the achievements of Telangana State Biodiversity Board like establishment 

of Telangana State Biodiversity Rules and formed Biodiversity management committees 

at village and Municipality levels, preparing People’s Biodiversity Registers in 70 

biodiversity rich areas of Telangana State, documentation of traded bio-resources, and 

entering into 15 ABS agreements. A case study facilitated and developed by Telangana 

State Biodiversity Board which has won the UNDP India Biodiversity Awards 2016 for 

successful ABS mechanism was presented by Dr C. Suvarna.  She also explained 

about the facilitation of registration of farmers’ varieties and initiation of research on 

agro-bio diversity.  

The Hon’ble Minister also informed that Government of Telangana is 

extending good support to State Biodiversity Board in implementing various 

provisions of the National Biodiversity Act and Access Benefit Sharing guidelines. 

He also ascertained that Govt. would further encourage the bio-resource based 

industries by coordinating with different departments like Agriculture, Ayush etc., 

for entering into ABS agreements for establishing local biodiversity fund in the 

villages which will help in safeguarding the biodiversity in the villages and towns. 

 



Interaction during the conference days with key officials on bio-diversity 

related matters to understand what is happening in other countries: 

 CBD officials 

 ICLEI officials 

 MOEF, NBA and UNDP officials 

 NGOs like BNHS, CEE, Ankush, Brahmakumaris Foundation on 

environmental initiatives, Youth network for environment & bio-diversity 

etc. 

 Government of Mexico officials 

 Govt. officials of Singapore, Turkey, China and Brazil 

 Discussions with several bio-diversity experts like Mr Balakrishna Pisupati, 

ex-Chairman, NBA, Mr Unnikrishnan, United Nations University etc. 

Presentations were made by Member Secretary in (a) ICLEI Summit on Bio-

diversity heritage site declaration experience from Telangana and, (b) in UNDP-

NBA side event on case study from Telangana on Access Benefit Sharing. 

Field visits: 

Mangrove forests of Cancun, Tulum National Park (flora, fauna and aquatic life 

forms), X CAR botanical gardens, orchids gardens, Bromelia gardens, Aquarium, 

wildlife (native birds and animals) to observe the bio-diversity of Mexico and the 

measures taken to conserve the bio-resources and the eco-tourism combining 

the natural resources management and archaeological sites 

Learnings: 

 Sharing of experiences and mutual understanding of those experiences 

 Understanding various case studies, research studies and policy initiatives  

for implementing relevant themes/points in Telangana context 

 Finding out scope for future collaborations with relevant 

organizations/individuals (policy makers or experts) 
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